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PAROLE BOARD, PORTFOLIO RESPONSIBILITY 

1. Ms S.E. WALKER to the Attorney General: 
I refer the Attorney General to the mid-year reshuffle of portfolios, which included the justice portfolio being 
transferred from him to the Minister for Police. 

(1) Given that ministerial responsibility for the Sentencing Act 1995 and the Sentence Administration Act 
2003 transferred to the Minister for Justice, will the Attorney General confirm that the Minister for 
Justice now has responsibility for all Parole Board matters? 

(2) Given that the Attorney General is still gazetted as having responsibility for the Parole Board, will the 
Attorney General explain his responsibilities in this regard following the transfer of legislative and 
ministerial responsibility to the Minister for Justice? 

(3) Will the Attorney General explain the process by which parole matters are now dealt with? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY replied: 
(1)-(2) I think the member’s first question was answered by her second question when she indicated that 

responsibility for Parole Board matters was gazetted as residing with the Attorney General and not with 
the Minister for Justice. 

Ms S.E. Walker:  The parole provisions covering the release of people like serial rapists are contained in the 
sentencing legislation.  Why do you still have control of that when it should be with the Minister for Justice? 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  It is because what was gazetted was that the Minister for Justice has responsibility for the 
Sentencing Act other than matters related to the Parole Board.  Parole Board matters remain the responsibility of 
the Attorney General.  There is therefore effectively a division of responsibility of matters. 

Ms S.E. Walker:  Parole Board releases come under the Sentencing Act - 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Just let me finish.  If the member cannot understand, I am sorry. 

Ms S.E. Walker:  I do understand. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  The member has already said that what has been gazetted is that the Minister for Justice has 
responsibility for the Sentencing Act and the Attorney General has responsibility for the Parole Board.  That 
seems to me to be fairly clear.  Matters relating to the Parole Board are my responsibility; matters relating to the 
Sentencing Act are the minister’s responsibility.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Good guy, bad guy. 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  Whatever.  I think that is clear.  The Parole Board is my responsibility and the Sentencing 
Act is the responsibility of the Minister for Justice.  Is there any lack of clarity on that? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Members! 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  If I may continue - 

(3) Appointments to and administrative matters relating to the Parole Board are my responsibility.  
Recommendations that the Parole Board makes in respect of prisoners - they are generally prisoners 
with life or indeterminate sentences - will be made to me, and I will accept or reject the 
recommendations of the Parole Board, as it has always been. 

 


